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was a den of crime and a haven for
drug dealers. The park, in the heart
of Manhattan, across the strest from the
main branch of the iconic Mew Tork Public
Library, was derelict, adrift in the sea of

In 1579 Mew York City's Bryant Park

poor public policy that was drowning the
Big Apple. In the sardy 19808 the city and
the Rockefeller Poundation stepped in
The fociball-feld-size lawn was updated
with lunchtime kicsks, tables, and chairs.

w A concert series was created and historical

tours highlighting the long lik of the
park were offered. The evenis, tours,
landscaping, and ouidoor dining
amenitiss brought people back to
' ihe park which is the simplest
Il.-:du.l:inn to salvaging a fodorn
urbiam space.
\ Salt Lake City Mayor Reclor
Anderson thinks about Bryant
|} Fark often when he passes by
cur own Pioneer Park.
“Bryant Park was trans-
formed from a dangerous place
wherethe publicnever ventured
tothe most popular park in the
city Anderson save “Fioneer
Fark could be jammed might
and day 12 months of the year
but right now it looks like
the killing fields most of the
time down there. In terms of

reeption and safety all youw
& to do is visit the Parm-
s’ blarket. Mo that'’s anbyr
ra few hours on Saturday

forafew months but it

| provides a

really

- il I

h\
N

great example of how when you drow a lot
aof people there it's perfectly sake. kcan b=a
major gathering place.”

Anderson’s aspirations for Pionesr Park
are just cne example of the type of thinking
that is coming to the fore in the svolving
discussion about dewntown Saki Lake Ciiy:
The Salt Lake Chamber started the talk a
year ago with its Downtown Rising effort.
This, coupled with the LTS Church’s much-
needed demalition of the ZCMT Center and
Crossroads Plaza to make way for the Ciiy
Creek Center, is acting as a catabyst that
will literally change the face of the ciy
But creating a livable and exciting urban
environment is about more than major
developments. It’s about vision and identity.

What s Salt Lake? Its the world
headquarters for the LIS Charch, it's
the site of the 2000 Winter Games, it's an
outdoorsy and young city nestled amid
spectacular mountains. But it's certainky
no San Francisco, Chicago, or Boston. And
Hew York? Pughettaboutit. Right now it's a
city on the werge of growing up.

Because of the strong LDE Chuarch pres-
ence (its history is essentially the history
aof the city) there is a tendency for Uhahns
to assmame that it will always be taken cars
af. And to a certain extent it will be. The
church isn't going to allow its spiritual and
arganizational center to deteriorate. While
that protection has greatly benefited down-
town, it alse has its dewnside. The church's
indirect influence over public policy, spe-
cifically its emphasis on temperance, makes
navigating discussions about mightlife and
the much sought afier “entertainment dis-
trict” difficult

Mayor Anderson puts it blumthe: “We

By Jararmy Pugh

have absurd and anachronistic Liquor laws.
They drive tourists away and we know the
perceptions people have of Utah because of
some of these absurd laws. It's going to take
the LIS Church saying it's OK to changs”

And thus it has fallen on businessleaders,
government, and citizens to go beyond the
church’s vision for its own properties and
add in the rest of the pieces of the puzzle.
But balancing public and private imterssts
along with the concerns of property right-
hiolders becomes a high-wire act all its cwn.
What all concernad need to do, according
to Emvision Utah planner Ted Enowlton, is
forget suburban planning notions primariby
buwilt on the comvenience for the car

“Great downtowns acmoss the country all
have a unique character,” he sys. “They're
special places and spots people want to be.
Butmost of them are really crappy places to
park. They may be incomvenient often but
people are bappy to put up with it because
they're so exceptional.”

Theunveilsd Downiown Rising blusprint
is an attempi to bring scme a cohesive
visicn to the fore. Matalis Gochnour, vice
president of policy and communications
for the Salt Lake Chamber, recognizes that
the recommendations are just a starting
point but creating a vibrant capital city bas
ramifications for the entite region.

“There is an under appreciation for the
importanceof our central cibytothe economic
health of the state,” Gochnour says. “People
whiocome and visit bere don’t rememberus for
our suburbs. They remember us for cur city.
We don't want to be a doughmut—sribrant
suburbs with a hole in the middle. The worst
thing that could bappen is that your suburbs
are suburbs to nothing.”



The Big Picture LIEEEIVON ol

; 1 ) iy hat would circle downtown and a far
A look at what's coming and what might be for SLC LR ;&mm.ﬂhmhqﬂcﬂm‘?@

tains with Liberiy Park, giving downtown residents incred-

3 —8 | ible access to recreation. As proposed, the loop would start

City Creek Genter bR AT e T N R A R

Last year, the LIS Church began bringing down the Crossmoads ] B ity Bl s it ¢ aloms an extended 500 Wst
Plaza and ZCMI Center malls. In their place, it will build a hows- e

ingand retail center that will include high-rise condes, an outdear ) ) %
shopping center, a grocery store, and Intermodal Hub,/Light Rail g . A rrly S

underground parking. The church The construction of light il to the new Intermodal Transit mﬁf&::
will also re-establish the legacy  hub began in September of last year. Expected completion : Park. Other concepts
strests that used to crisscross for the project is early 2008 The light rail will provide a Lrw for the loop have it also
; P, the M-acre area, turning direct connection to the commuter rail at the Imtermodal | ehdbtmg! 18, thagjai J1
“Eﬁ: ' o .-, two blacks into eight and Hub. Throughout the construction process, pedestrian and : dan River Trail.
;““F}L&_ ; 3 “delight™ Ciky  Cresk, vehicular access to businesses located along the construction

-t which curremtly runs be- corridor will be guaramtesd, along with access to parking.
7 neaththe city streets. When complete, light rmil, commuter rail, and buses will serve
X ﬁﬁ“‘%; The Church of Jesus  this new Salt Lake station.
ST Christ of Latter-day Saints’
el R erties imclude: Temple Square,
¥ Chawh Office Building, Joseph
Smith Memorial building, Main Sereet
Flaza, Church History Librany, Triad Center, the Conference Cen-
ter and the-under construction City Creek Progect that will revi-
talize the arsa below South Temple where Crossroads Plaza and
the ZCM I Certer were located.
The chuarch and Salt Lake City are intrinsically imtertwined.
The church built this city and it is the seat of its internaticnal or-

ganization. Visitors come from around the globe to see Temple Public Market
Square and the surrounding city. Keeping Salt Lake City healthy Flanners envision a permanent public market
is essential to the church’s image and it has shown an unilagging on the northern end of Pionesr Park. Already
commitment, sametimes cantraversial asthe haror over the Main the summertime Farmers Market has brought
Street Pla demonstrated, to maimtaining the area around its bustling activity to the cnce-moribund park.
micst important properties. With City Creek Center, the church Creating permanent market space across from
will revitalize a moribund area to the south of its campus, guar- the successful Caputo’s Deli would ideally
antee vibrant surroundings and will have a deciding tuild on the success of the Farmers' bdarket
gy in hiow buginessis conducted there, “The o5 and become a dest- w9

importance of wibrancy at the core of
a city is absclutely necessary,” says
Williem  Gibbons,  presidemt
of Property Reserve, the LDS
Chinrch’s real estate investment
arm. “With Temple Square
and the intermational head-
quarters of the church here,
we obwicusly have a strong
commitment and permanent

gl ination  for visit-

s e ore and residents

f . much in the way

Seattle’s Pike Flace

Market anchors that
city's waterfront.

Downtown Transit Circulator
A downtown circulator—possibly a street car or trolley
traveling in a loop arcund the core areas—could provids
constant access to mumerous dowrtown destinations, in-
creasing foot traffic, boost-
ing shopping opportunities,
and improving the sense of
excitemnent  deowntown. The

lc:ﬂ:::;n;m tao this particular circulater would move peaple
e e
isto have a compatible lorg-term ad- ¥ blac.

the tralley system in San Fran-

i to T and to create ! g A
jacency to Ternpls Squars ore cisco orthe Loop in Chicage.

a cammercial econoamic vibrancy down the
Main Strest corridor.”
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Gathering place
: on 100 South

;'. The area where 100 South intersects with
B West Temple has the potential for massive
-:r'- . transformation. Currently the area i home
to popular restaurants, clubs, and shops tut
@™ planners envision a radical transformation
P that would essentially create a downtown park.
8 With the City Creek Center directly to the
north, and the Salt Palace to the west, the arsa :
could become a major downtown gathering j — |
space akin to the Gallivan Center but oma | o

World Trade Center

Serious discussions are wnde rvaay to build a
World Trade Center in Salt Lake City. There
are more than 300centers around the globe,
which serve as hubs for international trade
and facilitating understanding among mnthy ths et SR
nations, The cemter would take advantage .__“_

of Utahs wnusualby high number of foreign. 598 -2
language speakers and add to Sal Lake's

Mapping the city’s unique districts

Tha Hub [purpla): Embracing the
Industrial Infrastructure of the westerm
veedge of dovwrtown, this area becomes
home to artlsts, high-tech businessas,
and the ssocltsd housng. Gresn
space will ink thesza nelghborhoods to-
gether and provide 2 buffer against the
fraeway o the west.

Third
South becomes the wibrant center of
pedestrian rightlFe for the city. Restau-
ramts, dubs, hotels, and pathways maks
these blecks a wital part of the down-
town experience Promimitty to theaters,

hotels, ard the conventlon center halp
malntain a st=ady Influs of pedestrian
traffic.

Temple Square District [(red):
The LCS Comdor s exterding west, with
an sducational component, an oppor-
tunity exsts to link Temple Square with
the rew LOS Business College and EYL
Extension Campusss In the old Triad
Center Complex

Salt Paleca District [orangs):
The distrkct has lage-capsctty spaces
such as the Dielta Center, Salt Palace, and
the Hokal Exchangs Comples. Hotels

ako are an Integral component In this
area to prowikdes reoms for vistors to the
city and, most Important, Salt Palace
conwantions.

Tha Skyline [blua): This district Is
home to blg corporatiors, banking,
upscale shops, and high-ls2 lMng. F-
rendal businesses and developments
become the framework for downtown
Ising, dning, and shopping. This Is the
pramier howsing, business, and shop-
ping district of 53t Lake Chy, the most
prominent feature In s urban landscaps,
and dosritonwn's defining lement.

Federal Courthouse
The Frank E. Mo Courthouss can mo

longer mest the meeds of the United States

Pederal Court System andwill be replaced
by a new courthouss on the same site. The
115, District Courthouse
will house the 115
Dhistrict Couwrt, LTS,
Probation, andthe
1.5 Marmshall's
site will cowver
thres acTes

] |
LILET Y llji- i |||!["1 and encompass

the entire block

between 300
and 400  Souih,
and Main and West
Temple. It will be 397,188
square fest and inclade nine district
and five magistrate cowrtreoms with
chambers and office support. The project
is scheduled to begin construction in 2009
and be completed in 2011.

Broadway re-imagined

Broadway (300 Soath) is aleady a
popular dining and gathering spot in
the city. The decision to create middle-
cf-the-strest parking stalls improved
the walkability and access to the area
and Salt Lake City is planning to
contimue improvements. Flans include
adding more public art and distinctive

Dream projects

Mary of the concepts under discussion were viswslized by a graduate  student
studio at the University of Utah under Brenda Scheer, Dean of the College of
Architecture and Planning. Some of the studente’ work aimed pretty high.
Here's a few of the ideas.

Gym

When the LIS Church, demolished the Desert Gym to make
way for its conference center at the cormer of Main and Horth
Temple, the city lost a key gathering space. Student designers
emvision a dowmtown gym and surrounding athletic fields
that would serve the downtown residential population and
the students attending LDS Business College and the BYU
kBN S0 T CATTIrLS.

Park Avenue

Mew York City is the model for this
' transformation of 200 East, a low-trafhc
" road in its current state. Building green

strips down its middle, the emphasis

would be an high-end, high-rise housing

to create a beautiful boulevand.

Broadway-style Theater

& Performing Arts Center
The RossWagner and Capitol Theatre already
serve as ancheors for the 300 South area of
restaurants. There has been much discussion
about building a Eroadway—class theater
nearky. The theater would be up to standards
required by touring shows and would provide
a world-class performing arts space to attract
a new level of talent and performance to Salt
Lake City. Comparisons have been made with
the Derver Performing Aris Center.






